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The Remainder of Book the Third.

After writing so much of Sordelloy Browning, in 1838, went
to Italy. The remainder of the Third Book is devoted to
recording his meditation at Venice on what is to be the
purpose of his poetry. He feels himself i called,' like one of
the prophets; and he is called to be the poet of suffering
humanity : he must write to help man to live truly.

This makes him change his intention with regard to the
rest of Sordello's story. What will finally lay hold of his
hero's soul will be, not merely some interest outside of him-
self, whatever its moral quality, but what conscience tells him
is a good cause. God

" selects our yoke,
Sordello, as your poetship may find " (1. 782)

LI, 607-615.

But Browning does not abandon his poem.   He will, how-
ever, pause a little to reflect    .          ,          .          .          .       97

LI. 615-675.

Some poets have fixed and final ideas, which represent all
they can learn. Poets of true genius, on the other hand, are
always greater than anything they express ; so that neither
need we look for complete autobiography in their songs, nor
can we conclude that in the future they will not express
something altogether different from what they have already
given us           .          .          .                                                97

LI. 675-696.

Browning, as he perceives when lie reaches Italy, has lived
on into new thoughts and feelings : will he express them
as far as poet can f '"Who,3 he asks,' wiH give me the fresh
Inspiration necessary for the completion of my poem?1
Watching healthy peasant - girls at work and at play in
Yenice, he wonders which of them would best draw him
out and quicken his powers .          .          .          .          .99

LI. 696-783.

Suddenly a worn and sorrowful ghost, most unlike these
healthy girls, makes her presence known. It is Suffering
Humanity. Previous ideas of the poet's attitude to life are
abandoned. Here is his true queen. He has not chosen
her, but she has chosen him, and her claim is irresistible , 100